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that no one gets appointed to a major position
like that who is not confirmed by the Senate.
So it matters. Every last Senate seat is of critical
importance in this Presidential race. Those are
just two issues. As I said, there are 8 or 10
others that are of profound importance.

But if you want to do something for Hillary
in this election, and I’ll get down to the last
here, one of the things that really hurts me
the most—and if you listen to the tenor of the
campaign against her—is basically, ‘‘Don’t vote
for her because she’s not from here. Don’t vote
for her because, why is she doing this? Don’t
vote for her—let me see if I can get you to
resent her.’’

And you know that old aphorism, ‘‘Whom the
Gods would destroy, they first make angry.’’ If
the voters in New York can get really confused,
that’s the only way she can lose. Because if
they vote for the strongest person, for the best
qualified person, for the person who can do
the most, and for the person with whom they
agree, she wins. They know that.

That’s why you have seen the campaign un-
folding the way it is. If ever anybody deserves
a chance to serve in public life, she does. But

no one—no one—but the truth is, no one de-
serves public office—no one—[laughter]—she,
more than anybody I know, but nobody. The
reason that people in New York ought to vote
for her is, it’s good for them and for their kids
and their future. That’s what democracy is all
about.

So the last thing I want to tell you is, when
you leave here tonight, if you’re from New York
or if you know anybody from New York, the
thing she most needs is for people like you
to tell other people they know, ‘‘I know this
woman. She is a good person. She is a great
public servant, and she ought to be the next
Senator.’’

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:30 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to re-
ception hosts Frank J. Biondi, Jr., and his wife,
Carol; Republican Presidential candidate Gov.
George W. Bush of Texas; 1985 Nobel Prize in
Economics recipient Franco Modigliani; and Ed
McMahon, Publishers Clearing House spokes-
person.

Remarks on Signing the Oceans Act of 2000 in Martha’s Vineyard
August 7, 2000

Save the bill! [Laughter] Another triumph for
the Secret Service. Give him a hand. [Applause]
That was great.

Let me welcome all of you here and thank
you for joining me today. I want to begin by
just thanking the people of Martha’s Vineyard
for once again making all of my family, Hillary
and Chelsea and I, feel so much at home. We
love coming back to this place year after year.
And in the years that I have served as President,
it’s meant more to us than I can possibly say,
to be able to come here for refuge, to enjoy
this beautiful, beautiful place, and to have the
contacts we’ve had with our old friends and
meet a lot of new people, as well. So I want
to thank you for that.

This year, because of the year it is and the
activities of my wife and the things that I have
to do, our vacation is a lot shorter than it nor-
mally is. But I think it’s a wonderful thing that

we can do this today here on our last day. I
want to thank the Coast Guard personnel for
making this beautiful site available to us, in the
shadow of this great old lighthouse.

I’d also like to mention a couple of people
who can’t be with us today that I want to pay
homage to. The first and foremost is Senator
Fritz Hollings of South Carolina. He sponsored
the legislation that I am signing today, and he
has been a champion of our oceans for his entire
career. And Hillary and I want to thank him.
Hillary and I and the Vice President and Tipper
Gore were all part of our Oceans Conference
in Monterey 2 years ago, and it was a very
moving event which led to the passage of this
bill today.

I also want to acknowledge the contributions
of a sometime resident of Martha’s Vineyard,
my friend Ted Danson, who has also been a
great champion of the oceans and who was a
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part of our Oceans Conference—and, Mary,
thank you for coming today—this is a good day
for him, as well.

The secrets of the sea have forever captured
the human imagination. We are drawn to the
stories of exploration, navigation, and here in
Martha’s Vineyard, we’re drawn to the tale of
that not-so-little fish with the considerable appe-
tite who was filmed here 25 years ago. [Laugh-
ter] After a quarter century, though, I think
it’s safe for us all to go back in the water,
and Steven Spielberg said so.

I think it’s important today to remember that
oceans are more than a place for recreation.
They have a central effect on the weather and
our climate system. Coral reefs and coastal wa-
ters are a storehouse of biodiversity. They offer
new hope for medicine and science. Oceans are
also essential to our economy. Through tourism,
fishing, and other industries, ocean resources
support one out of every six jobs in the entire
United States.

For more than 71⁄2 years, Vice President Gore
and I have worked to safeguard our oceans and
our beaches. We’ve quadrupled funds for na-
tional marine sanctuaries, restricted offshore
drilling, rebuilt threatened fisheries, protected
coral reefs, and strengthened water quality
standards along our coast to protect against pol-
lution.

This year I sent the Congress a lands legacy
budget that proposes record funding for ocean
and coastal protection, and I hope Congress will
pass it before they go home. But we must do
more, and we must keep looking ahead.

Two years ago, on the Monterey Peninsula
in northern California, we brought together sci-
entists, conservationists, and business leaders for
the first-ever Oceans Conference. I called on
Congress to create an oceans commission to
continue the important work we began there.
Thanks to Senator Hollings, we’re following
through on that commitment in this bill that
I will soon sign, the Oceans Act of 2000, legisla-
tion to help chart a 21st century strategy for
the protection and sustainable use of our oceans
and coasts.

The legislation establishes a national Commis-
sion to improve our stewardship of the sea.
Above all, this bill is about setting a vision to
ensure that our beaches are clean, our oceans
are protected, our coastal economies remain
strong.

We know that when we protect our oceans,
we’re protecting our future. It is now time to
do that. It’s been more than 30 years since
the last oceans commission, the Stratton Com-
mission, laid the foundation for Federal oceans
policy, which led to the creation of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. But
the pressures on our oceans and coasts continue
to mount. Americans continue to be drawn to
the oceans. More than half our citizens live in
a coastal area. Nearly half of all new develop-
ment occurs along the coast. But we know bet-
ter than ever that oceans have limits. They can
be overfished, overpolluted. Poisonous runoff
from the Mississippi River alone has created
a dead zone in the Gulf of Mexico that is almost
as large now as the entire State of Massachu-
setts.

These are some of the challenges to be ad-
dressed by the new Commission. But they will
also look for new opportunities in our oceans,
exploring ways we can all benefit from new
technologies and discoveries. For example, in
recent years, we’ve learned that blood from the
horseshoe crab provides a vital antibacterial
agent. And a potential anticancer drug may
come from a deep-sea sponge. This is just the
beginning.

There’s no better place to sign this legislation
than here, because of the longstanding link to
the sea the people of Massachusetts have. The
maritime tradition stretches back over 300 years.
Marine research was pioneered in nearby Woods
Hole starting in the 1870’s. Now we build on
that proud tradition as we launch a 21st century
course for our oceans policy.

President Kennedy once said, ‘‘We are tied
to the ocean. And when we go back to the
sea, whether it is to sail or to watch it, we’re
going back from whence we came.’’ By going
back from whence we came, we prepare a better
future for our children. This is a good day for
that, and I’m glad it’s happening here.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:41 a.m. at the
U.S. Coast Guard Station at West Chop Light-
house. In his remarks, he referred to actor Ted
Danson, president and cofounder, American
Oceans Campaign, and his wife, actress Mary
Steenburgen; and movie producer/director Steven
Spielberg. S. 2327, approved August 7, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–256.
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Statement on Signing the Oceans Act of 2000
August 7, 2000

Today, I am pleased to approve S. 2327, the
‘‘Oceans Act of 2000.’’ This legislation would
establish a ‘‘Commission on Ocean Policy,’’ to
make recommendations to the President and the
Congress for a coordinated and comprehensive
national ocean policy.

The United States is an ocean nation. Our
ocean territory of over 4 million square miles
is the largest and richest in the world. Over
thirty years have passed since the Stratton Com-
mission conducted a comprehensive examination
of our Nation’s ocean and coastal resources. The
work of that Commission led to many significant
achievements in the early 1970s, including en-
actment of major legislation to protect the
oceans and coastal areas and creation of the
Department of Commerce’s National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration. It is appro-
priate, especially in the wake of the many recent
scientific and technological advancements and
pressures facing the oceans and our coasts, to
re-examine our Nation’s relationship to the sea.

My Administration has undertaken several ini-
tiatives that will support the work of the Com-
mission. In 1998, I, along with Vice President
Gore and the First Lady, participated in the
first-ever National Ocean Conference, which was
attended by over 500 individuals representing
all sectors of the ocean community, from gov-
ernment to industry, science to conservation. At
that conference, I called on the Congress to
create an oceans commission to help forge a
new strategy to preserve the incomparable nat-
ural resources of our oceans and seas. The Vice
President and I launched a series of new steps
to restore coral reefs, rebuild marine fisheries,
preserve freedom of the seas, and further ex-
plore the ocean. My Administration’s Oceans
Report Task Force is currently implementing
several initiatives related to ocean exploration,
coral reef protection, safe navigation, environ-
mentally sound and economically viable aqua-
culture, improved fisheries enforcement, and the
establishment of an international observation
network to better understand the role of oceans
in climate. The Task Force will be beneficial
to the Commission as it begins its important
work next year.

My Administration’s Coral Reef Task Force
has produced a National Action Plan to protect
our Nation’s precious corals and, earlier this
year, I directed Federal agencies to establish
an integrated national system of Marine Pro-
tected Areas. Most recently, I announced an
Ocean Exploration initiative to develop a na-
tional ocean exploration strategy and work to-
ward solving some of the mysteries of the ocean
through the development of new technologies
and newly discovered organisms with medical
and commercial potential.

In approving this measure, I note that section
4(a) states that the President ‘‘shall submit to
Congress a statement of proposals to implement
or respond to the Commission’s recommenda-
tions’’ concerning a national ocean policy, which
may include recommendations for changes to
Federal law. The Recommendations Clause of
the Constitution provides that the President
‘‘shall from time to time . . . recommend to
[the Congress’] Consideration such Measures as
he shall judge necessary and expedient,’’ U.S.
Const. Art. II, § 3. That Clause protects the
President’s authority to formulate and present
his own recommendations, which includes the
power to decline to offer any recommendation.
Accordingly, to avoid any infringement on the
President’s constitutionally protected policy-mak-
ing prerogatives, I construe section 4(a) not to
extend to the submission of proposals or re-
sponses that the President finds it unnecessary
or inexpedient to present.

I am disappointed that S. 2327 restricts the
President’s appointment of 12 of the 16 mem-
bers of the Commission to nominees of the lead-
ership of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives. Additionally, I believe the Commission
should focus on domestic, non-military, ocean,
and coastal activities.

I congratulate the congressional supporters of
this legislation, especially Senator Hollings. I am
pleased that there is a renewed national interest
in the ocean, including a growing sense of the
opportunities to utilize marine and coastal re-
sources, and a sense of stewardship to manage
these resources in a sustainable manner. As I
have said before, I consider preservation of our
living oceans to be a sacred legacy for all time
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